March 24, 2014

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR—S. 2148, H.R. 3474, AND
H.R. 3979

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told
there are three bills at the desk due for
a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KAINE). The clerk will read the bills by
title for the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2148) to provide for the extension
of certain unemployment benefits, and for
other purposes;

A bill (H.R. 3474) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow employers to
exempt employees with health coverage
under TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for pur-
poses of the employer mandate under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act;

A bill (H.R. 3979) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that emer-
gency services volunteers are not taken into
account as employees under the shared re-
sponsibility requirements contained in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings with respect to
these three bills.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will be placed
on the calendar.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

SUPPORT FOR THE SOVEREIGNTY,
INTEGRITY, DEMOCRACY, AND
ECONOMIC STABILITY OF
UKRAINE ACT OF 2014—MOTION
TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 2124, which the clerk will
report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 329, S.
2124, a bill to support sovereignty and de-
mocracy in Ukraine, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed as if in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOMMENDING GEOFFREY CRAWFORD

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in
Vermont we have been fortunate that
for almost two decades Judge William
Sessions has served with distinction as
a Federal judge for the District of
Vermont. In January, Judge Sessions
announced that he would take senior
status later this year. In response to
this news, the Vermont Bar Associa-
tion, Senator SANDERS, and I, each ap-
pointed three members to the Judicial
Nominating Commission.

The commission, as one can imagine,
received many applications for this dis-
trict court vacancy. It interviewed and
vetted seven finalists, and then rec-
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ommended to us the two candidates
who garnered unanimous support.

I spent hours interviewing them last
week in Vermont, and today I am rec-
ommending that the President nomi-
nate Geoffrey Crawford, a recently-ap-
pointed justice from Vermont’s highest
court. I talked to him at great length
last week and again at length this
morning. I am very comfortable in for-
warding his name to President Obama,
as I now have.

Justice Crawford is an experienced
and well-respected jurist. He is known
for his modesty and humanity, not-
withstanding his elite educational
background and intellectual heft. He
was a successful plaintiffs’ attorney be-
fore he was appointed to the Vermont
Superior Court in 2002.

Then-Judge Crawford served on the
superior court in our State for more
than a decade, earning a reputation for
his skill in working with juries and
handling a wide variety of litigation.
Attorneys who have appeared before
him, on either side, have found him to
be an engaged and careful jurist who
treats everyone in the courtroom with
respect. I have talked with a number of
those lawyers, and they speak of his re-
spect and abilities.

As a lawyer, I wanted to hear this,
and although I did not know Justice
Crawford before interviewing him for
this vacancy, the Vermont legal com-
munity repeatedly told me of his intel-
ligence, warmth, and unwavering com-
mitment to the highest calling of pub-
lic service.

When I met Justice Crawford, I found
him to be well deserving of these acco-
lades, and I was impressed by his
thoughtfulness and pragmatic ap-
proach to the law, as was the chief
counsel of the Judiciary Committee,
Kristine Lucius, and the state director
of my Vermont offices, John Tracy.

I am confident that Justice Crawford
will make an excellent Federal district
court judge and I hope the President
will nominate him soon for the va-
cancy on Vermont’s Federal district
court.

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL RICHARD CODY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it is my
honor today to pay tribute to a fellow
native of Montpelier, VT, GEN Richard
Cody. General Cody is going to be hon-
ored next month—and deservedly so—
by his alma mater, Montpelier High
School.

Following his graduation from Mont-
pelier High School, General Cody at-
tended and graduated from the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point. This
was the launch of an outstanding U.S.
Army career which took him all over
our country and world and culminated
in his service from 2004 to 2008 as Vice
Chief of Staff of the Army. I am really
proud to share a hometown with such a
distinguished member of our military.
I remember how proud Marcelle and I
were of General Cody on the day of his
retirement ceremony, with full honors,
here in Washington.

The Codys and the Leahys go back
decades in Montpelier and have always
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been friends. General Cody, his sib-
lings, and parents have been among the
business and civic leaders in that city
for as long as I can remember, and they
have always shown the best of true
Vermont values. The General brought
those values of hard work, patriotism,
and especially integrity to his military
career, and ended that career as the
best example a soldier could have.
Even the Secretary of Defense was
there for the retirement ceremony to
honor him.

I think of this man who would often
march from his quarters in Virginia to
the Pentagon carrying a military pack
just to remind himself of what soldiers
on the front line were doing. I have
known many in the military—from pri-
vates to generals. No one has ranked
higher in my esteem than General Dick
Cody. He set an example for the whole
country.

No salute to a member of the mili-
tary would be complete without recog-
nizing the family beside the man.
Dick’s wife, Vicki, and his sons Clint
and Tyler, sacrificed much through his
service to our country. In fact, Clint
and Tyler followed in their father’s
footsteps, both as members of the
Army, and served as helicopter pilots
during several combat tours in Iraq
and Afghanistan. I am told one flew the
same helicopter his father had flown.

In closing, I would like to thank the
Montpelier High School Boosters Club,
and the citizens of Montpelier, for hon-
oring General Cody. There is no more
deserving alumnus, and I am proud to
call him a friend.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. COATS. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, when the
Senate last met, I introduced, together
with Senator DURBIN, a resolution re-
garding our response to Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. That resolution, which
received unanimous support in the Sen-
ate, called for a number of specific
steps to punish and isolate Russia for
its actions.

Among these steps we called upon
President Obama to impose sanctions
on officials of the Russian Federation
who are most responsible for the inva-
sion of the Crimean region. I am
pleased with recent announcements by
the White House which demonstrate
that the President has begun the proc-
ess of sanctioning some of these indi-
viduals, although I had hoped the num-
bers sanctioned would be far greater.

I also note that today the President
is in the Netherlands discussing with
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